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Next Meeting:  

Time: 

Location: 

2024 | OCTOBER 

October 8, 2024 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Hintonburg Community Centre     
1064 Wellington Street West, Ottawa 

Message from  
the President 

   
  

Hello All, 

Happy October! What a glorious Autumn so far. 

Congratulations to Amy Jane St. Denis on her Solo Exhibition: Vessels of Contemplation 
MMXXIV. Beautiful work. 

Congratulations to those of you who participated in the Richard Gill workshop. His relief work 
and its ability to tell a story are truly wonderful. Thanks to Amy Bell for organizing this 
workshop. 

The Holiday Sale application is available online at the OGP website until October 31, 2024. The 
Holiday Sale will be held on December 13, 14, and 15, 2024 at the Horticulture Building, 
Lansdowne Park. 

At the OGP General Meeting on Tuesday, October 8, 2024, at 6:30, Carmen Gervais, our 
Programs coordinator, has our first of two, in a series of programs to help prepare for the 
Holiday Sale. We will be having a hands-on photography workshop. Bring your pots, bring your 
props, bring your phone or camera. Carmen has arranged for light boxes and lights to be 
available for everyone.  

At the meeting, we will also learn who the OGP Bursary winners of the two tickets to the New 
Clay Conference on October 25-27, 2024 at the Shenkman Arts Center. I encourage you to 
attend this wonderful event to see three truly amazing potters. 

Natalie Gosselin will be sending out a brief survey to ask OGP Sale Participants’ preference for 
Holiday Sale 2025 dates. 

See you at the General Meeting on Tuesday evening.  

    

 

 

 

by Liz Fournier 

We will be announcing the winner 
of the New Clay Conference 
bursary at our meeting Tuesday, 
October 8th! Come and find out 
who the lucky winners are. 

by Natalie Gosselin 

     Past President 

This year, see the wonderful Toni Losey, Carly 
Slade, and Brendan Tang create for a weekend 
up close! Meet the artists in an intimate setting. 
Please see details on the website: New Clay 
Conference. 

https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
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Please be sure to follow us on our social media:  

 Instagram @ottawapotters  
Facebook @ottawaguildofpotters  

And join our MEMBERS ONLY Facebook group:  
The Ottawa Guild of Potters Members Group  

It’s a place for Guild members to connect and share. 

Spring Sale & 

Annual Exhibition and Clay Festival 

May 2, 3, 4 2025 

 

 

 

Planning is underway for Great Bowls of Fire 2025.  It will be held on 
Saturday March 22, 2025 at the Glebe Community Centre.  In short, this 
is a yearly fundraising event held in conjunction with local 
restaurants that provide soup and we potters make bowls.  We sell tickets 
to the public with all the proceeds going to the Ottawa Food Bank.   

Here is the link to last year's poster:  

https://ottawaguildofpotters.ca/events/great-bowls-of-fire/ 

This is a really fun event and a great way to get involved.   

 

 

by Jackie Lyons 

 

If you are interested in donating bowls to this event, we ask for a commitment of 25 food safe bowls that will hold at 
least 400 ml.  The Ottawa Food Bank will provide an individual tax receipt for any bowls selected/sold.   

Please kindly email Jackie Lyons:  jackie24lyons@gmail.com  

During this event we also have set up a table with other bowls for sale.  These are also donated by guild members as 
another fundraising stream and a good way for those Guild members who cannot commit to 25 bowls to get 
involved.  If you are interested in donating, please contact Jane Bryttan: jbpottery@bryttan.com 

Later we will also be tapping folks to volunteer on March 22 as there are many tasks to be done on event day.   

Any other questions please feel free to contact Jackie Lyons:  jackie24lyons@gmail.com 

 

Our focus is quickly turning to the Holiday Sale. Thanks to potters who have already submitted their application for the 
Holiday Sale. Lots of great photos of work to use in our socials!  

If you are creating interesting holiday ornaments, please send us a photo (on a plain background) for our promos! 

Your Communications team,  
Nancy Riggs & Lisa Butler 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/889481408734844/
https://ottawaguildofpotters.ca/events/great-bowls-of-fire/
mailto:jackie24lyons@gmail.com
mailto:jbpottery@bryttan.com
mailto:jackie24lyons@gmail.com
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by Carmen Gervais 

by Elizabeth Davies &      
Joanna Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We are excited to announce the opening of Amy Jane St. Denis' 
Celebrating Clay exhibition, Vessels of Contemplation MMXXIX. In her 
recent body of work, Amy Jane explores her pots as metaphors for 
the individual and collective.  

The exhibition can be viewed on the OGP website. A huge thank you 
to Dave Drapeau for his website wizardry, and Collin Jang for her 
proofreading. 

The next Celebrating Clay will be held in March 2025 and will be a 
group exhibition. If you have suggestions for this exhibition's theme, 
please send them to celebratingclay@ottawaguildofpotters.ca 

 

 

Exhibitions 
Committee 

Activities & 

Programming 

Jane Snider, long time Guild member and very successful professional potter, kicked 
off this year’s monthly meeting presentations with great insights on how to run a 
pottery business. Some key takeaways were the importance of good photographs 
and online platforms (she had four websites at one point!), pro-actively engaging 
with her clientele, diversifying her approach to selling based on changing consumer 
behaviours (the pandemic was a big learning period), trying new collaborations and 
agreements as opportunities arise, being mindful of her physical health and 
establishing a routine that both keeps up productivity and protects personal time. 
Jane recommended people check out the Good Elephant Pottery blog as a source of 
inspiration for running your own business. 

A huge thanks to Jane for sharing tips and ideas, and to the incredibly engaged 
members who added their experiences and ideas to the lively conversation that 
evening.  

Up next is a hands-on photography activity at the October 8 meeting. Bring your 
phone/camera, some pots & props and get ready to up your social media game! 
We’ll have tables set up with lighting and Emily Lim, professional photographer, will 
be circulating and providing tips and helping you troubleshoot as you take photos 
of your work. The activity will start immediately after the business meeting, around 
7:30, and there will be refreshments to keep you energized. 

 Mark your calendar:   
October 8: Hands-on photography activity - OGP meeting (6:30-9:00 at the Hintonburg Centre) 

October 25-27: New Clay Conference – Gloucester Pottery School (registration is open) 

November 12: Presentation on preparing for the OGP Holiday Sale in December (standards, pricing pots, 
displays, social media/marketing, etc.) - at the OGP meeting (6:30-9:00 at the Hintonburg Community Centre) 

December 13-15: OGP Holiday Sale! Applications opened on October 1st, the deadline to apply is November 1st.  

I’m very interested in your ongoing feedback and ideas – you can reach me at 
activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca. 

 

https://ottawaguildofpotters.ca/events/celebrating-clay/
mailto:celebratingclay@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
https://goodelephant.com/home-%2F-blog
https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
https://ottawaguildofpotters.ca/sale_application/
mailto:activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
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  The General meeting is Tuesday October 8th. The doors open at 
6:00pm.  

I will start the meeting promptly at 6:30. We will start the 
meeting with the introduction of the Guild’s Executive committee 
members. 

I would like to get through the Committee reports, so that we 
move on to the Program portion of the meeting at 7:30. 

Thanks, see you there. 

Liz Fournier 

 

Holiday Sale 

    Date:  

Setup: 

Standards Committee: 

Sale Times: 

Take down: 

Prices:  

 

Message: 

December 13, 14, 15, 2024 at the Horticulture Building. 

Friday, Dec 13th from 9:15 am to 12 pm 

12 pm to 2:45 pm 

Fri, 3 to 9 pm  &  Sat, 10 am to 6 pm  &  Sun, 10 am to 5 pm  

Sunday from 5:15 pm to 6 pm 

4’x3’ Floor - $155  or  6’x3’ Floor - $220  or  6’x4’ Window or wall $250 
4’x3’ first-time sale participant discounted fee of $95.00 
 
The sale application is now available online at the OGP website. The 
application deadline is October 31, 2024. 

I have received several applications already. I must say, the photos that 
have accompanied your applications are beautiful! These are the images 
that the Communications Committee will be designing all our Social 
Media posts with.  

The Sale Committee will be assigning Shifts (2-3), jobs and creating the 
Floorplan in November, after the application closes.  

Please send me any times that you are unable to take a shift. The 
committee will try to accommodate conflicts and preferences if we know 
early enough. 

First time Sale Participants please contact Jocelyn Jenkins    
standards@ottawaguildofpotters.ca to arrange a meeting as described in 
the Sale Handbook. 

Keep creating. 

 

 

 

Sales 
Committee 

  
 

  

by Liz Fournier 

https://ottawaguildofpotters.ca/next-sale/
mailto:standards@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
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 Membership 

Report 
by Carol Badenoch 

The closing date for membership renewal for 2024 was August 31st. 35 members 
have allowed their membership to lapse, so, including our 6 newest members, our 
membership stands at 149.  

A hearty welcome to our new members: 

 

Liang Dong: I am an engineer looking for fun things to do after work. Then I decided 
to try pottery! I have been taking pottery classes around Ottawa for about a year, 
found more and more enthusiasm in clay works. 

I found true inner peace when I do pottery, I’m 32 and I found it is important for my 
mental health at this age when everyone around is just go-go-go. I met friends 
when I do pottery, and they are calm, happy, awesome people. I want to keep this 
as my life long hobby and maybe more in the future. 

Barbara Simpson: No information given 

Remmy Ackert-Fraser: I work out of the Ottawa School of Art with Meagan Pethick. 
I started about 2.5 years ago and have fallen in love with it. Meagan suggested I join 
the guild so that I can have an opportunity to sell my things! I love making mugs, 
bowls, plates on the wheel, and some more experimental hand-built pieces. I have 
an Instagram page coming soon but nothing yet. 

I love making functional art. I’ve been a knitter and fiber artist for years and I love 
being able to wear my art. Being able to fill my cupboard with things I’ve made is 
amazing and I love seeing other people use things that I’ve made. I sold a few pieces 
that were given as Christmas gifts and that was lovely as well. I just want to share 
my art with the world! 

 James Thorne: After graduating from Nipissing University's BFA, I had the opportunity to be studio coordinator 
for the North Bay Potters' Guild. I worked with Keith Campbell and guild members during the first year the guild 
ran. Since then, I have moved to Renfrew County and have been teaching at the Almonte Potters Guild and the 
Gloucester Pottery School. Recently I have opened a home studio and am offering classes and workshops. 

Angela Bonneau: I am interested in learning how to use a pottery wheel. Artist Inspiration: Nature and flowers. 

David Bynoe: I am admittedly new to the realm of pottery and hand building. I began my journey with clay in 
January 2024 of this year as a mental health outlet for myself, as I typically work in the tech & research industry 
& therefore often rely on my brains' left hemisphere. After falling in love with the creative outlet, I have taken 
multiple sessions/lessons as a student at the Gloucester School of Pottery in Orleans and have created multiple 
unique pieces of my own as a beginner, both in class and on my wheel at home. 

Artist Inspiration: As a new young member of the Guild, I am hopeful to meet and engage with like-minded 
people who value clay in all its forms. This organization & its members contain a collective plethora of 
knowledge & experience. My post-secondary education was focused on libraries, so the idea of being around a 
wealth of information is frankly right up my alley! I am hopeful that this continued volunteer work can help me 
grow as a young artist and general enthusiast of this medium in any way that I can. I am excited to see what this 
next phase will bring for me. I look forward to meeting you all soon! 

 

 


