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Next Meeting:  

Time: 

Location: 

2024 | SEPTEMBER 

September 10, 2024 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Hintonburg Community Centre     

1064 Wellington Street West, Ottawa 

Message from  

the President 

   

 EMBER 

Hello All, 

Welcome to the Ottawa Guild of Potters 2024 - 2025! It starts with an amazing workshop 

organized by Amy Bell, in conjunction with Gladstone Clayworks, given by a founding member 

of the guild, Richard Gill.  

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer, filled with creativity, adventure, family and friends, 

and some well-deserved downtime. 

I had great intentions to be productive all summer and have oodles of stock for the sale 

season. Let’s put it this way, I have new golf clubs, that were well used, and I wouldn’t call it 

oodles of pots. 

We will be taking applications for two admission tickets to the New Clay Conference on 

October 25-27, 2024 at the Shenkman Art Center. Natalie Gosselin will have full details.  

Thank you to everyone who filled out our new Programs Director Carmen Gervais’ Survey on 

Workshops and Activities. Carmen will share all your great ideas at the meeting. I would like to 

focus on providing continuing education to all Guild members.  

We have an exciting year ahead. I look forward to seeing you all at the first General meeting 

Tuesday, Sept 10th at the Hintonburg Community Center. The doors open at 6:00 pm and the 

meeting will start promptly at 6:30 pm. We will begin with an introduction of the Guild’s 

Executive Committee Members. The Committee reports will be followed by the program 

portion of the meeting.  

 

 

by Liz Fournier 

Holiday Sale 

    Date:  

Setup: 

Standards Committee: 

Sale Times: 

Take down: 

Prices:  

 

Note: 

December 13, 14, 15, 2024 at the Horticulture Building. 

Friday, Dec 13th from 9:15 am to 12 pm 

12 pm to 2:45 pm 

Fri, 3 to 9 pm  &  Sat, 10 am to 6 pm  &  Sun, 10 am to 5 pm  

Sunday from 5:15 pm to 6 pm 

4’x3’ Floor - $155  or  6’x3’ Floor - $220  or  6’x4’ Window or wall $250 

4’x3’ first time sale participant discounted fee of $95.00 

 

Applications will be online on the OGP website from Oct 1st to Nov 1st. 
Booths may be shared by 2 members. 
Full details on application. 
Each sale participant is responsible Minimum 3 shifts. 
 

 

 

Sales 

Committee 

  

 

 EMBER 

by Liz Fournier 
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Spring Sale & 

Annual Exhibition and Clay Festival 

May 2, 3, 4 2025 

 

Standards 

Committee Report 

I have just a few words from Standards to get back into things after what I hope was a 

great summer for everyone.  Standards plans to address a few common questions about 

what we consider to be acceptable as regards dinnerware (functional ware) at our sales. 

Interestingly, Maycocolors has just made a very effective post on Instagram concerning 

the meaning of “food safe” and “dinnerware safe”. It’s succinct and informative and 

definitely worth a few minutes of your time.  They even touch on why layering glazes that 

are individually considered “dinnerware safe” may not result in a product that can be 

assumed to be dinnerware safe. This is a question I hear fairly often, both in the studio I 

run and at the Guild. 

Maycocolors also posted another piece of relevant information on September 4th.  They 

are discontinuing their line of overglazes and lustres.  I’m sure this will be a game changer 

for some of you, but the most interesting facts are found in Mayco’s comments on this 

post.  Here is one of the reasons they cite for taking this step.  “Due to stricter regulations 

recently implemented for both consumer health and the environment (including 

transportation), the warnings and requirements for safe use and shipment have greatly 

increased.” It is worth noting that regulations regarding toxicity are tightening 

up…admittedly only with respect to a couple of metals, but it’s important if you’re making 

pots for sale. 

I hope fall is off to a good start for everyone…see you soon! 

 

by Jocelyn Jenkins 

HOLIDAY SALE 2025 
Lansdowne Park will start renovations on the Aberdeen Pavillion in the summer of 2025. The Ottawa 

Farmers Market will be moving their Sunday Farmers Market to the Horticulture Building for the duration of 

the renovations. 

We have been informed that the Horticulture Building will not be available to us to rent on Sunday 

December 14, 2025. (Or any other Sunday) 

As far as I can see, we have two options 

1) Have our Holiday Sale 2025 on Friday and Saturday, December 12 and 13, perhaps extending the 

hours on Saturday, December 13. 

2) Have our Holiday Sale 2025 extended to include Thursday, December 11th, 2025. Thursday to 

Saturday, December 11, 12, 13, 2025. 

I would like everyone to think about those 2 options. We will need to make a decision quickly. 

https://www.instagram.com/maycocolors/
https://www.instagram.com/maycocolors/
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OGP NEW CLAY CONFERENCE BURSARY 

OCTOBER 25-27, 2024 

Want to attend the New Clay Conference?  

Well, now’s your chance! 

The Guild has created a bursary to send two of our members to this 
year's New Clay Conference from Friday, October 25 – Sunday, 
October 27 in Ottawa. 

To qualify, you must not have been the recipient of another Guild 
Bursary or Scholarship. 

by Carmen Gervais 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, see the wonderful Toni Losey, Carly Slade, and Brendan Tang create for a weekend 
up close! Meet the artists in an intimate setting. Please see details on the website: New Clay 
Conference. 

The Bursary covers the cost of the conference ticket for the full weekend! Please fill out this 
Bursary Application Form before September 30th.  

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact Natalie Gosselin, Past President. 

 

Activities & 

Programs 

We have an exciting year of workshops, presentations, hands-on activities, and sales in store for us!  

A big shout out to Amy Bell for organizing the Richard Gill sculpting workshop on October 5 & 6 

where participants will have an introduction to relief sculpture followed by an opportunity to work 

on their own sculpture with Richard's expert guidance. You can see his work on his website and also 

on the hallway wall of the Hintonburg Community Centre (where we hold our meetings). There are 

only three spots still open, and the workshop fee is $275 (includes clay, you need to bring your own 

sculpting tools).  

To register, send $275 by e-transfer to treasurer@ottawaguildofpotters.ca, and an email to amybellpots@gmail.com with your name 

and phone number, and “Richard Gill Registration”. 

The survey results are in!!! We had an amazing response rate of almost 40% of Guild members sharing their ideas and feedback. 

Thank you very much for this valuable information. There were some great new ideas and helpful suggestions on how to align Guild 

activities with member interests. A summary of the survey results and the full survey responses can be found as an attachment. 

We’re almost done compiling a calendar of activities for September 2024 to June 2025 and will share it very soon. In the interim here 

are some upcoming workshops, presentations, and activities to add to your calendar:  

                  Sept 10: Presentation on running a pottery business and selling online - at the OGP meeting (6:30-9:00, Hintonburg Centre). 

October 8: Photography mini workshop and presentation on social media and marketing - at the OGP meeting (6:30-9:00 pm). 

October 25-27: New Clay Conference – Gloucester Pottery School (registration is open). 

November 12: Presentation on preparing for the OGP Holiday Sale in December (standards, pricing pots, how to present your work, 

etc.) - at the OGP meeting (6:30-9:00 at the Hintonburg Community Centre). 

December 13-15: OGP Holiday Sale! Information on how to apply coming next month. 

I’m very interested in your ongoing feedback and ideas – you can reach me at activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca. 

 

https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
https://form.jotform.com/242488570888273
https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/new-clay-conference
mailto:activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
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by Elizabeth Davies & 
Joanna Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be sure to follow us on our social media:  

 Instagram @ottawapotters  

Facebook @ottawaguildofpotters  

And join our MEMBERS ONLY Facebook group:  

The Ottawa Guild of Potters Members Group  

It’s a place for Guild members to connect and share. 

Happy fall potters! After a quiet summer keeping our social media presence alive with some informational and inspirational posts, 

we’re gearing up for fall.  

Use Guild communications channels to promote YOUR activities – Be sure to leverage Guild communications channels to promote 

your involvement in shows, fairs, sales, exhibitions, etc.  

1. Guild Forum – an easy way to tell all members about shows and events, and much more. Just sign into the OGP website, 

navigate to Guild Forum in the members’ area, create your message and hit send. Simple! You can include photos or pdf 

visuals also. 

2. Facebook – post on our public Facebook page, and also in our private members’ group.  

3. Instagram – tag us in your post @ottawapotters and we’ll try to add your post to our stories. (We do our best to catch these, 

but sometimes we miss.) 

Instagram content is always welcome. Have you been working on an interesting piece, new technique, or have you had a 

spectacular failure (haven’t we all!) in growing your pottery practice? We’re always looking for interesting content featuring our 

members and their work, to use when we don’t have a specific event to focus on.  

Send us an email with a few words and a photo/video and we’ll fit it in. Email: communications@ottawaguildofpotters.ca  

Do you have a kiln and offer to fire for others? We often receive inquiries from potters in the community looking to get their 

work fired. If you have a kiln and offer firing services, send us your contact info so we can include you on our list. 

The Celebrating Clay Exhibition to be held from October 

1st thru October 31st, will be featuring first-time 

exhibitor, Amy Jane St. Denis as one of its exhibitors this 

fall. Congratulations Amy. 

 

Exhibitions 

Committee 

Member Carol Holmes-Kerr would like to share the following interesting articles: 
 

Common Glaze Faults and How to Correct Them 

Finding the Right Kiln Ventilation System for your Studio 

How to Use a Grid to Transfer Patterns to Round Pottery 

Thank you, Carol. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/889481408734844/
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/daily/article/common-glaze-faults-and-how-to-correct-them
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/daily/article/Studio-Safety-Venting-Electric-Kilns
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/daily/article/using-a-grid-to-transfer-patterns-to-round-pottery

