
President’s Message

A warm welcome to all our new Guild members! We’re delighted to have you join our
creative community. Whether you’re just starting out or returning to clay, we look
forward to seeing your work, sharing ideas, and getting to know you at upcoming
meetings, workshops, and events. Welcome aboard!

Holiday Sale — Dec. 12–14, 2025
Join us at the Horticulture Building in Lansdowne Park for our annual Holiday Sale!
Mark your calendars and help spread the word — we look forward to seeing you there!

Upcoming Meeting — December 9
Join us on December 9, 6:30 pm at the Hintonburg Community Centre for our next
Guild meeting. We’re excited to welcome Leta Cormier, a long-time local potter, who
will give an artist talk and introduce her upcoming Mentorship Opportunity for the
new year. We’ll also be hosting a Holiday Finger Food Potluck, so please bring a small
dish to share. It’s a perfect chance to learn, celebrate, and connect with fellow
members!

Looking ahead, 2026 is shaping up to be an inspiring and activity-filled year. We’re
thrilled to be hosting a Sarah Pike demonstration, welcoming her unique perspective
and surface-design expertise. Our beloved Great Bowls of Fire fundraiser will return,
bringing our community together for a wonderful cause. We’ll also enjoy a special
Joan Bruneau workshop, offering another opportunity to learn from a celebrated
ceramic artist.

This year’s Celebrating Clay exhibition will feature the theme “Vases,” inviting
members to explore form, function, and creative expression. And of course, we’ll gather
again for The Clay Festival and our Annual Exhibition, both highlights of the Guild’s
calendar.

Thank you for being part of our community and for contributing your energy, skill, and
enthusiasm. Wishing you a joyful holiday season and a creative, inspiring New Year.
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The Ottawa Guild of Potters Holiday Sale is Friday December 12 to Sunday
December 14, 2025 at the Horticulture Building, Lansdowne Park.

Set Up - Friday, December 12, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon
Standards - Friday 12:00 to 2:25 pm

Sale Hours
Friday, Dec 12 ,  3 pm – 9 pmth

Saturday, Dec 13 , 10 am – 8 pm th

Sunday, Dec 14 , 10 am – 5 pmth

Set up can begin after the taping of the floor is complete.

Please unload your vehicle, park your car, then set up your display.

For those whose job it is to set up the cash area, please arrive at 9:00 am.

Reminder everyone must have a 15-foot long 3-pronged electrical extension cord, even if
you don’t use electricity with your booth.

All items must have 1(one) price tag with your Potter’s Code and price with a dollar sign
(ie $42.00)

Please arrive 15 minutes before your scheduled shift.

The Sale ends at 5 pm on Sunday. Take-down starts at 5:15 or after all customers are gone.

Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
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For more details: artsottawa.ca

https://www.artsottawa.ca/programs-services/arts-ottawa-awards


UPCOMING MEETING ACTIVITIES

December 9: Artist talk by Leta Cormier! Leta is a renowned potter in
the Ottawa area and she will talk about her 50 year journey in
ceramics. The talk will include slides and examples of pots and a
practical look at the issues of manifesting inspiration, developing an
objective perspective of one’s own work and continuing the journey of
self-development.

The OGP has also convinced Leta to mentor a small number of OGP
members, and she will introduce this mentorship program during her
talk. The mentorship program description is attached to this
newsletter so you can come ready with questions on Tuesday evening. 

Leta is highly regarded in the ceramics community and much sought
after as a teacher and mentor.
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cont’d

“I took a course with Leta at the Ottawa School of Art which I loved.
I explored glazes and made my own ash glaze, which I could never
have done without her! She has such a breadth of experience,
having the opportunity to spend time with her was an inspiration
that I drew on for a long time.”

- Jocelyn Jenkins
 

January & February meetings are virtual. No need to drive in bad weather – you can
participate from the comfort of home! We have some great stuff planned (a studio tour,
chat with an influencer) so stay tuned for the dates and times. 

March 10: Artist statement “speed dating”. Whirlwind, interactive workshop on honing
your artist statement. Great prep for the upcoming Exhibition and to up your ceramics
cred 

April 14: The power of templates! Hands-on activity to hand-build a vessel. Bring a
friend! This is a fun activity and it’s open to everyone. Will also learn about how to make
templates and a brief exploration of the materials that can be used (tar paper, craft foam,
cricut, etc).
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Membership Committee Report

I’m pleased to announce that we now have 175 paid members! Please welcome three new members who
joined us in November.

Susan Gray
Joe Seregelyi
Nelissa Chaudhry by Carol Holmes-Kerr

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

SARAH PIKE!!!! March 3  – demonstration rd

(registration will open in January)

That’s right, Sarah Pike is coming to Ottawa and will spend
a day with OGP members! She will give a demonstration of
her techniques and tips on technical features of her pots.
More information will be coming in January when
registration is launched. 

For those who might be interested in doing a hands-on
workshop with Sarah, she will be giving a two-day workshop
at Gloucester Pottery Studio on March 4&5, so keep an eye on
their workshop page
(https://www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com/workshops). I’ve
been assured that the workshop is open to everyone. 

I’m very interested in your ongoing feedback and ideas – you can reach me at
activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca.

by Carmen Gervais
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Follow us on social media: Instagram @ottawapotters
Facebook @ottawaguildofpotters

Fun Facts about our Holiday Sale promotions:
Instagram Paid Ad (November)
Viewers 9,176
Engagements 7,156
Instagram increase in followers
Nov 1  2230 followers
Dec 5 2301 followers
Facebook- 
net new followers since Nov 3rd is +23
Mail Chimp- Email sent Dec 2 1am (recommended time)
Emails delivered 1727 
Opened 397 23% 
 
After the sale, we will review the campaign to identify the best ways to
allocate our money (and effort) in future. 
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It’s coming, it’s coming! Our Holiday Sale is coming soon
We had lots of amazing pottery photos to use in our Holiday Sale promotions this
year!

Participants, now’s the time to promote the sale on your own social media and to
your email contacts. Help spread the word.

Thanks for sending photos, they’ve been used in:
FB/Insta sale posts, four potter highlights per post, three posts per week (60+
potters!) 
newspaper ad in the Glebe Report
FB/Insta paid ad, with 6 Potter highlights, running for one month
MailChimp email to subscribers

We also used some free ways to help spread the word—like Instagram event pages,
the Glebe BIA events email, and hopefully an invite to appear on CTV Your Morning
Ottawa. Stay tuned.
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Nancy Riggs, Lisa Butler, Dawn McLeod, and Kyla Tyson

Website updates–
Webmaster Bernadette has been busy behind the scenes: 

working on functionality, including automation of new member registration
Creating a new usergroup for the Holiday Sale in GuildForum for the Sale
Committee to communicate with participants
Creating participant listing for Holiday Sale “Meet the Artists” button
Liaising with our Treasurer for online payments

Bernadette is continuing to work on the website, its functionality, payment and other
systems.

The next Guild event we will be working on is Great Bowls of Fire, our popular
fundraiser for the Ottawa Food Bank, coming once again in March.

Have a great sale, everyone, and happy holidays!

Exhibitions Committee

Celebrating Clay: Vases and Flower Arrangements - March 2026 
Our March Celebrating Clay Exhibition is a group show around the theme of Vases and Flower
Arrangement Vessels. We are currently exploring venues that might host the exhibition, however,
if we cannot finalize a venue, the exhibition will be shown virtually through the OGP website.
Typically, for the Celebrating Clay Virtual Group Show, we have accepted and shown all entries
provided they align with the stated theme. If we find a venue, we may have to choose a limited
number of entries to exhibit, based on the space available. 

The submission period for this exhibition will be in mid January.  If you have any questions, please
email us at exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

Annual Exhibition - May 2026
We are excited to announce the juror for the 2025 Annual Juried
Exhibition: Mat Karas! Mat Karas is a ceramic artist from Montréal,
Québec. Currently Assistant Professor of Studio Arts at Concordia
University in Montréal, Mat also taught Ceramics at the Maryland
Institute College of Art (MICA) in Baltimore from 2012 to 2019. Mat
holds an MFA from the New York State College of Ceramics at
Alfred, and a BFA from the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in
Halifax. Mat's work in ceramics plays with function as a language to
mediate art, tradition, and daily life.  You can view more about our
juror on his website, www.matkaras.com

Our 2026 Annual Exhibition is May 1-3, and the submission window
is in mid April. 

PAGE 6

mailto:exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
http://www.matkaras.com/

