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President’s Message

What a year it was for the Ottawa Guild of Potters!
Welcome new and returning members.

We have 161 members in good standing who can access all OGP benefits and are able to vote at
our AGM.

Carmen Gervais and her Programming and Workshop Committee certainly provided many
opportunities for learning and creative inspiration. Here is the list of workshops and general
meeting programs.

Workshops
e Keifer Floreal Throwing Large Workshop
Chandler Swain Hand Building and Figurative Pottery
e Joan Bruneau Surface Decoration
Sarah Pike Hand Building with Stamped Surface Decoration

General Meeting Programs:
e What did you do on your summer vacation: Summer courses and residencies by our members
e Pot Talk: Glazing
e Water Etching with Resist
e Hand Building with Tar Paper Templates
e Printing with Stencils and Amaco Underglaze Inks on bisque tiles
e Ottawa Social Media influencer Andrew Szeto
e Avirtual tour of Marie Drolet’s Murai Ceramique Studio
e Leta Cormier’s talk on her Mentorship program and a slideshow of her decades-long career in
ceramics.

We launched our wonderful new Ottawa Guild of Potters website. It was the culmination of over a
year of work by our Communications Co-Chairs, Nancy Riggs and Lisa Butler, and their team, and
our new webmaster, Bernadette Lapierre. Thank you to our outgoing webmaster Dave Drapeau.
Many thanks to you all.




President’s Message (cort J)

Joanna Richardson and her Exhibition Committee had two Celebrating Clay Exhibitions. Wendy He's
Solo virtual exhibition, “Echoes of Blossoms,” and our first in-person Celebrating Clay in 6 years.
Joanna secured an amazing partner in Scrim’s Florist on Elgin Street for a 10-day exhibition of “Flower
Vessels” with a beautiful opening night vernissage.

The Annual Juried Exhibition, as part of the Clay Festival, was another creative success. We were
honoured to have Madame Dianna Fox Carney (a potter, | might add) present the awards to
exhibition winners.

The Holiday Sale and Spring Sale were both very successful. Potters take a bow. Your work was
beautiful and inspiring.

Great Bowls of Fire raised over $19,000.00 for the Ottawa Food Bank. Thank you to all the potters who
donated bowls and to local restaurants that donated soup and bakeries to this beloved annual event.
Thank you to Jackie Lyons and her team.

Everyone looks forward to the Clay Festival held at the Horticulture Building, not just for the Spring
Sale and the Annual Juried Exhibition but for the Hands-on Playing with Clay. Jocelyne Jenkins’ Kids
table is a perennial favourite. The Throw Down always attracts a large crowd. Thank you to the potters
who volunteered. They never know exactly what or how they will have to make a pot. Thank you to
the potters who demonstrated on the wheel and hand building. The newest addition to the Clay
Festival is Adult Playtime on the Wheel. So popular. None of these fun activities would happen
without Carmen Gervais and her team.

Leta Cormier’'s Mentorship program started this May and will run until next Spring. Our participant
will be sharing with us next year.

That was quite a year of activities and events!

As with all organizations, it is run by a group of dedicated and generous volunteers. | would like to
thank everyone who has given their time to the betterment of the Guild. That being said, | would like
to ask you to volunteer as much time as you have to offer. It may be for an executive position or co-
chair position, a member of a team, a one-time event, helping with a meeting program, bringing a
refreshment to our General meeting, or helping set up the tables and chairs. All help is needed and
appreciated.

Several Executive members have come to the end of their terms. | must ask you to join with me to
wish them well and show them our gratitude for the outstanding work they have done on our behalf.
| will miss their kindness, insight, dedication and commitment to the Guild, and the endless help and
support they have given me.

Nancy Riggs has served 3 years as Communications Co-Chair. She, along with Lisa Butler,
spearheaded the OGP website redesign.

Christine Chesser will be stepping down as Treasurer. She has documented the roles and duties of
the treasurer position.




President’s Message (cor J)

Bernadette Lapierre has completed her term as newsletter editor.
Descriptions of the duties of these roles are detailed in a Guild Forum post on June 3, 2026. As you can
see from the numerous and varied programs, workshops, and events that the Guild has organized this

past year, it takes a lot of volunteers.

Please consider volunteering. You will have support in your transition, and you will also be working with
an amazing group of people who are driven to provide the best experience possible for its members.

Please note: To run a Not-for-Profit organization, it must have a Chair/President, Secretary, and a
Treasurer.

June 9" will be our Annual General Meeting. We will have the election of new Executive Members, a
review of the 2025-2026 Budget, and approval of the proposed 2026-2027 Budget.

This will be a Pot Luck, so bring easy-to-eat foods and treats to share. We will also hold our Pottery
Garage Sale (tools, books, glaze materials, etc). So go clean up your studio. Cash or e-transfer.

Doors will open at 6:00 pm; bring your goodies and garage sale items early. Meeting starts promptly at
6:30.

Have a happy, safe, and creative summer.

Loy Fomer

fY== Membership Committee Report

We now have 161 active members! Many who renewed took advantage of the early bird fee. Since
September last year, we have welcomed 45 new members!

Unfortunately, 48 members did not renew their membership this year and are now considered lapsed
and will have to apply again to rejoin to take advantage of Guild resources.

This month, please welcome the following new member: Debbie Stubbs

The results of the brief survey sent out to members earlier this year indicated that most who answered
considered being part of a pottery community most important. Other most valued opportunities were:
¢ Workshops & mentorships
¢ Sales and exhibitions
e Learning about the business side of pottery
* Opportunities to participate and contribute
¢ Raising the visibility of local ceramics
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Sale Committee Report

The City of Ottawa has informed me that the renovation on the Aberdeen Pavilion at
Lansdowne Park will be commencing this Fall, and as such, we will not have access to the
Horticulture Building on Sunday, December 13, 2026.

As was decided last year, when faced with this situation, the membership voted that they would
like to continue with a three-day Holiday Sale. It will run Thursday, December 10, 2026, to

Saturday, December 12, 2026.
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Activities & Programs

Final meeting activity before summer break

Tuesday, June 9: Garage Sale. This is our last meeting before the summer break, and we'll once
again be holding the very popular garage sale! This is open to members only, and all profits go to
the Guild. You are invited to donate items to the sale and benefit from the great prices on pottery
tools and materials. A great opportunity to clear out the tools you don't use and get some new stuff
at bargain prices.

This is also our Annual General Meeting, and we'll be holding our traditional potluck dinner that
evening. Come on out to network, play, and eat!

Planning for the 2026-2027 year

The coming year will have many more opportunities to leverage the wealth of experience and
expertise in the Guild. We'll be launching a series of one and two-day workshops along with
masterclasses by our own members. The latter will be heavily subsidized by the guild, making them
affordable to all. Topics being considered include raku, functional glazing, slip casting, surface
decoration, and branding/marketing.

There will also be four workshops by external potters on a range of topics members suggested in
the 2024 poll. The shortlist includes surface decorating techniques, glaze chemistry, visual illusions,
and maybe even building a wood-fire kiln!
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COMMUNICATIONS

Follow us on social media, and tag us @ottawapotters:
Instagram @ottawapotters
Facebook @ottawaguildofpotters

Contact us at:
communications@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

Lisa Butler, Nancy Riggs, Kyla Tyson & Dawn McLeod

The social media activities are winding down as we approach the summer months. We hope
everyone has a great summer, either selling lots of pots at your summer markets or enjoying
summer activities and the warmer weather.

Thank You!

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Kyla and Dawn for being available to help keep the
communication activities, especially the social media posts, running smoothly throughout the guild
season. Your help is greatly appreciated!

| also want to thank Nancy for being an excellent Comms Chair and Co-Chair for the last few years.
When Nancy assumed the Comms Chair role, she added her own design flair and fresh media ideas,
and took social media to the next level. When | eventually joined the team, | learned a lot from
Nancy, and we became a well-balanced Co-Chair team. Nancy also took on the special project of co-
designing the new website, and worked with Bernadette and me to bring it to life. Nancy, thank you
for making my time working with you on the Comms team a great experience!

Interested in Communications?
We are looking for someone who is interested in joining the executive as the Communications Chair
(or Co-Chair), replacing Nancy and Lisa. It's a great way to get involved!

If you are interested or merely curious about a day in the life of a Communications Chair, please
reach out to Lisa to learn more. It's not hard, and only a little bit of prior social media experience is
an asset. The role requires the ability to keep media projects for our events organized and on
schedule.

You won't be alone! We are currently a team of four people; we take turns promoting events, we
support each other, and we learn from each other. And we have a team chat group! It's a good team.
Lisa will also be available next season to support you!

How to Use Social Media Collaborations

We love collaborating with our members on Instagram to share what you're up to. If you have work in
progress, behind-the-scenes moments, or an interesting post, let's collaborate.

It's easy! When you create a post or reel, tap Tag people, select Invite collaborator, and search for

ottawapotters. Once we accept, your post will appear on both your own and the guild’s Instagram profiles,
helping your work reach a wider audience.

L oy Ragse Lo B Do Pl of oof Koo T




Exhibitions Committee Report

Annual Exhibition Wrap-up and Catalogues

Who's still buzzing with the excitement of the Annual
Exhibition?! Thank you to everyone who came
together to make such a successful event, with special
thanks to our welbmaster, Bernadette Lapierre, who
kept everything running smoothly on the backend,
and to all the volunteers who helped on the exhibition
day.

Please extend a belated congratulations to Jess
Aylsworth, who won the People's Choice award for her
sculpture, The Guardian!

The Guardian
Jess Aylsworth

2020 ANNUAL JURIED Printed copies of the exhibition catalogue will be
EXHIBITION ready for pick-up at the June 9th member’s

meeting. The cost of this year's catalogue is

$31.25 per copy. If you purchased a catalogue,
please submit your payment of $31.25 by
etransfer to treasurer@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

with the subject “2026 Exhibition Catalogue”.

e To view the 2026 Annual Juried Exhibition

CRISTINA ABBATE

Catalogue, please click here.

THE OTTAWA GUILD OF POTTERS
LA GUILDE DES POTIERS D'OTTAWA

Celebrating Clay Spotlight

As we prepare for our summertime break, begin thinking about our next Celebrating Clay
exhibition opportunity: the Spotlight Solo Exhibition! A call for proposals will go out in August
for a virtual exhibition in October. Artists are encouraged to propose an exhibition themed
around a body of their own work, or with a small group of artists working with a theme. The
Celebrating Clay Spotlight exhibition will be shown virtually on our website for the month of

October and will be promoted by the Guild.

If you are interested in this opportunity, or would like more information, please visit the
website in the Member's Area and look at the Exhibitions Opportunities page, or email us at

exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca.
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Interested in Joining the Executive?

The Ottawa Potters Guild is currently seeking volunteers for several Executive positions for the upcoming
season. Serving on the Executive is a great way to contribute to the Guild, help shape its future, and work
alongside a dedicated team of volunteers.

You do not need to have previous board experience to get involved. Support and transition assistance are
available for all positions.

Treasurer

Are you organized and comfortable working with numbers? The Treasurer helps oversee the Guild's
finances, works with our bookkeeper, and assists the Executive in making informed financial decisions.
The outgoing Treasurer has invested significant time in documenting procedures and is committed to
supporting a smooth transition for the incoming volunteer.

If you are interested in learning more about the role, we would love to hear from you.

Communications Chair

Do you enjoy helping people stay informed and connected?

The Communications Chair coordinates promotion and communication efforts for Guild events and
activities. No advanced social media experience is required—just a willingness to stay organized and help
keep projects moving forward.

You won't be working alone. Our communications volunteers collaborate as a team, support one another,
and share responsibilities throughout the year.

Standards Chair

The Standards Chair helps support the Guild's commitment to excellence by coordinating standards
reviews and helping members understand Guild standards and processes.

This role is ideal for someone who enjoys working with people, has an eye for craftsmanship, and wants to
contribute to maintaining the quality and reputation of the Guild.

Newsletter Coordinator

The Newsletter Coordinator is responsible for assembling and publishing the Guild's monthly electronic
newsletter. In this role, you will collect stories, updates, announcements, and event information
submitted by Executive members and Guild members, edit and organize the content into a clear and
engaging newsletter, and publish it for distribution each month.

Interested?

If any of these opportunities sound interesting—or if you're simply curious and would like to learn more
before committing—please reach out to a member of the Executive. We'd be happy to answer your
guestions and discuss what is involved in each role.

Executive positions will be filled during the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, June 9. If you are
considering serving on the Executive, we encourage you to reach out before the AGM so we can answer

any guestions you may have and help you determine whether the role is a good fit.

We welcome both nominations and expressions of interest from members who would like to contribute

to the continued success of the Guild.




Beyond the Wheel: Two Opportunities to Expand Your Creative Practice

Most potters understand that growth rarely comes from making the same pot over and over again. While
repetition builds skill, new ideas often emerge when we step outside our usual processes and challenge
ourselves to see materials, form, and surface differently.

This year, Stone Manor Studios is pleased to offer two unique opportunities for ceramic artists who are
interested in expanding their creative vocabulary through sculpture and wood firing.

Thinking Like a Sculptor, Sketching with Clay

Many potters spend years developing technical skills on the wheel or through handbuilding, yet
opportunities to explore clay as a tool for drawing, storytelling, and sculptural exploration can be
surprisingly rare.

Floral Relief Sculpture: Form & Light in Paper Clay with Patricia van Asperen offers ceramic artists an
opportunity to step outside their usual practice and experiment with a different way of thinking through
form.

Working with Japanese paper clay, participants will create a relief sculpture while exploring ideas of
layering, depth, texture, shadow, and composition. Unlike traditional clay bodies, paper clay is lightweight,
highly forgiving, and remarkably versatile. Best of all, it is air-dry! There is no kiln required, no firing costs,
and no concerns about glaze fit, warping, or breakage in the firing process.

For potters, this presents an exciting opportunity to explore ideas more freely and economically. Paper
clay can serve as an almost three-dimensional sketchbook, allowing artists to test concepts, develop
imagery, experiment with sculptural forms, and explore narrative work without the time, expense, and
technical considerations that often accompany ceramic production.

The material also introduces makers to a non-traditional clay-based medium that may open new
possibilities within their broader creative practice. It can be carved, sanded, painted, layered, and refined
after drying, making it particularly appealing for artists interested in mixed media, wall works, relief
sculpture, illustration, installation, or combining clay with other materials.

Relief sculpture itself occupies an intriguing space between drawing and sculpture. Rather than focusing
solely on volume, artists begin to think about how images emerge from surfaces, how light creates form,
and how texture can communicate mood, movement, and story.

Whether your interest lies in sculptural vessels, narrative ceramics, surface design, mixed-media work, or
simply exploring a new material, this workshop offers a low-risk and highly creative opportunity to
expand your artistic vocabulary. Sometimes the most interesting developments in our ceramic work
begin when we step outside the kiln and approach clay in an entirely different way.

Entering the Fire
For many ceramic artists, wood firing remains one of pottery's most intriguing and least accessible
experiences.

On Fire! Wood Firing for Cone 6 Potters with Mike Doxey offers a rare opportunity to participate in the
complete life cycle of a wood firing, from loading and kiln design considerations through firing and
eventual kiln opening.




What makes this workshop particularly relevant for contemporary potters is its focus on cone 6 materials.
Rather than requiring specialized high-fire clay bodies, participants work with materials that many
already use in their regular studio practice. The result is a fascinating exploration of how flame, ash,
atmosphere, and timing interact with familiar clay bodies and surfaces.

The workshop is intentionally collaborative. Participants become active contributors to the firing process,
learning not only technical considerations but also the decision-making, observation, and responsiveness
that make wood firing such a compelling pursuit.

For potters who have wondered what happens beyond electric kilns and controlled firing schedules, this
experience offers a practical and supportive introduction to one of the most elemental traditions in
ceramics.

On Fire! Wood Firing_for Cone 6 Potters with Mike Doxey
October 24, 25, & 26, 2026 | $499

The Value of Stepping Sideways
One of the greatest gifts of belonging to a pottery community is the opportunity to continually learn from
adjacent disciplines and unfamiliar processes.

Whether through sculpture, alternative firing methods, new surface approaches, or simply working
alongside artists with different perspectives, these experiences often feed directly back into our ceramic

practice in unexpected ways.

Sometimes the best way to grow as a potter is to spend a day thinking like a sculptor. Sometimes it is to
spend a weekend tending a fire.

Either way, the invitation is the same: remain curious.

Floral Relief Sculpture: Form & Light in Paper Clay
August 12 & 19, 2026 | $249

These workshops are being offered through Stone Manor Studios in Newboro, Ontario, a boutique
creative destination located along the UNESCO World Heritage Rideau Canal. As a member of the Ottawa
Guild of Potters and a ‘retired’ potter myself, | know how valuable it is to continue learning, exploring, and
finding inspiration beyond our regular studio routines. Through Stone Manor Studios, | enjoy creating
opportunities that bring artists together around new ideas, new materials, and meaningful creative
experiences. Whether you are curious about paper clay, interested in exploring sculpture, or eager to
experience the magic of wood firing, | hope you will consider joining us. It would be a pleasure to
welcome fellow Guild members to Newboro and share in the learning, conversation, and creative
community that make these experiences so rewarding. Please visit our website for all the information!

Gboithy Ko Lot
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