Ottawa Guild of Potters

General Meeting in person: Hintonburg Community Centre

Record of Decision

DATE : May 12, 2026, 6 :30pm

MINUTES
Executive Member Attendance / Présence des membres

President Liz Fournier Standards Jocelyn Jenkins O
Vice-President Stephanie Bailey Membership Carol Holmes-Kerr O
Past President Natalie Gosselin Secretary Nicole Bijkerk
Communications Nancy Riggs O Exhibition Joanna Richardson O
Communications Lisa Butler Finance Christine Chesser O
Programming

(Workshops and Carmen Gervais

Presentations

Item #

Agenda Items

Member accountable

Decision/ Discussion

Meeting called to order at 6:31pm by Liz , meeting chair

Introduction of 6 executive made.

39 members present, 5 online participants

Live recording and streaming of business portion of meeting with Geoff as moderator for

Welcome, Introduction of new members Liz questions/answers.
Introduction and welcoming of 7new members for month of April. Pauline Conley , Caspar
van Baal, Ghislaine Miliu, Lyndsay Massey, Suzanne Bubic, Marion Koch and Nina Squires.
Warm welcome to OGP !
Approval of todays agenda, last months e _TaraH._motioned to accept agenda, Maxine ._ 2", all in favor, carried.
m[;Zutes v ag ’ e _Wade V. _motioned to approve April 14, 2026 minutes, _Hangema _2"9, all in favor,
carried.
Christine sends her regrets. Liz delivered report.
e Sales numbers are being calculated, recorded. Very few mistake with sale finances.
Everyones stickers were very good this sale.
Financial Christine e Working on budget reports for upcoming AGM.

Will be getting sales cheques ready to send out.

Continually working on books with accountant Jenn.

If anyone has any specific questions related to the finances, they are welcome to
contact Christine directly. chesserchristine@gmail.com

Page 1 of 4


mailto:chesserchristine@gmail.com

Exhibition

Joanna

Joanna sends her regrets. Liz delivered report.

Thank you to all who made the Annual Juried Exhibition a great success! Jess Aylsworth’s
fox sculpture, “The Guardian” won the People’s Choice Award. Nine pieces were also
sold as a result of the exhibition!

Upcoming posts will celebrate all the exhibition award winners. Enjoy.

If you have any comments or suggestions about next year's exhibition, please reach out
to the Exhibitions Committee. exhibitions@ottawaguildofpotters.ca

Standards and Education

Jocelyn

Jocelyn J. sends her regrets. Liz delivered her report

This sale had fewer concerns. Thank you everyone.

Matte liners have been problematic in past, not an issue this spring sale.

Jocelyn did have to sand bottoms. Will be noted for Christmas sale to have this duty
completed before coming to sale.

If anyone has questions about the process, don’t hesitate, please contact Jocelyn Jenkins
atjocelynjenkinsl@gmail.com

Communication

Nancy/ Lisa

Lisa delivered report. Nancy sends her regrets

Lisa highlighted newletter piece: The increase of social media posts has really taken off.
Reposting of posts from influencers, our own membership collaborating on posts,
tagging, retagging has exponetially boosted everything across all the social venues. OGP
posts are showing up on very diverse sites, many in “art sites”. 3yrs ago our team was
pushing out all the posts, but now people are reaching out to our communications team
to use content !

For the $150/month spent to have paid adds on facebook and Instagram has resulted in
25,000 click in one month! Great value.

We unveiled the new OGP banners and sandwich board posters at the festival.

Any questions or input please contact the communications team via email.

We are focused on finding someone who is interested in joining the executive as the
Communications Chair, replacing Nancy and Lisa, for next season. It’s a great way to get
involved!

Membership

Carol

Carol H-K sends her regrets. Liz delivered her report.

We now have 208 members! We introduced at beginning of meeting. Welcome again.
134 members renewed in April, taking advantage of the early bird fee.

There were a few glitches with some people who were unaware of the new instructions
for renewal via the Website( is no longer done by e-transfer), but otherwise the
transition to the new method of renewal has been smooth.

PLEASE NOTE: The grace period for membership renewal ends on May 31st. Those members
who have not yet renewed will lose access as a member.
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Sales

Liz

e The SPRING SALE

e We are at maximum capacity. 47 table spaces. 51 potters on the floor plus exhibitions
entries that sold pieces.

e Some statistics reviewed, not all. Average sales were $2326. 4053 items were sold.
Average price of items $38. Top sales time was Friday 3-7pm at $40,000 ! wow.

e The Aberdeen pavillion will be under construction for December, no Sunday available.
Liz has applied for the Thrusday to maintain a 3 day sales event.

e Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Liz at : lizfournier@rogers.com

Programming

Carman

Carmen delivered report.

e Carmen spoke of arranging and coordinating with Joanna to have Diana Carney be a
guest exhibitions judge alongside Mat Karas. This went so smooth and everything
worked out wonderful. Diana presented the Fox award, bought pottery for herself and
also made a purchase of a pottery piece from Clement H. which will be a permanent
addition to the art collection of the gov’t of Canada ! Congratulations. She may attend
future events !

e Ottawa Clay Festival was a huge hit overall. The “Throwdown”, demonstrations, adult
play time, kids table. There were lineups to participate, was a full roster ! Thank you to
all the OGP members who participated. They are fabulous and adourned in their
exclusive OGP aprons made for this event, along with their collectors bag.

e For next season: Sept 2026-June 2027. Carm is planning some great workshops drawing
on the talent within our own guild, as well as outside artists. 4 of each potentially.

e Sara Pike is in the works to be booked for a potential 5 day masterclass workshop Feb or
March 2028.

UPCOMING MEETING ACTIVITIES

TODAY - Playtime with Amaco Ceramic Inks. This is a chance to test out a new product
Amaco put on the market last year: Ceramic Inks. We will supply several colours, sponges
and stencils as well as bisqued tiles so you can try them out.

Tuesday, June 9: Garage Sale at the AGM. This is our last meeting before the summer break.
Members are invited to donate items to the sale. The organizers will group items in 3-4 price
categories. This is an opportunity to clear out the tools you don’t use and get some new stuff
at bargain prices.

This is also our Annual General Meeting and we’ll be holding our traditional potluck dinner
that evening. It’s a great opportunity to network, play and eat!

e Members are encouraged to contact Carmen to provide input for future workshops and
educational activities. activity@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
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e If you would like anything in the newletter, all submissions to be into Bernadette first

Newsletter Bernadette )
Friday of every month. b.lapierre@bell.net
Ceramics Network Natalie e Natalie has a new discount code for renewing members. This will be given to newly
renewed members as May 31 approaches.
e MonicaR. reviewed an event at the Ottawa Art Gallery happening May 21, 2026. hosting
its signature Give to Get Art Auction (themed "Paint the Town Pink"). The fundraising
. event featured an evening of bidding on works by Ottawa-Gatineau artists, culinary
h
Other business noted delights, and live music in the Alma Duncan Salon
e Liz looking for someone to repair the table clothes that are for the sales. Nicole
volunteered for this. Liz to exchange with Nicole.
Adiourn - e _at 7:25 pm._Carmen G motioned to adjourn meeting, ._Tara H. 2", all in favor.
J ’ Carried.
Carmen G presented the group of 39 members with the Amaco ceramic printing inks.
Everyone got a tile, template, sponges, palates of the inks. The creativity of this group and
Program Carmen comradery was fabulous. Everyone played nice | &
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